There are just over four months left in the term of office of the current leadership of the Japanese Association for Dental Science. We set forth the aim of "vitalizing dentistry" and have been working vigorously to realize this objective. Vitalizing dentistry is by no means solely an inward-looking task. Building organizations with reliable systems will enable us to win the trust of the public and respond to the public's requests. Let's move all of dentistry forward based on setting clear objectives.

Currently the Association has 43 subcommittees, and each of these operates demonstrating a unique area of expertise. As president, I establish horizontal connections between these subcommittees. The base of each of these subcommittees is dental science and dental care. In other words, these 43 subcommittees in their specialized fields---like the Association as a whole---have the fundamental role of "dentistry." If the subcommittees were to simply fulfill isolated specialized roles, they would not be providing significant power to dentistry. Our idea is that if the subcommittees are connected horizontally with the same base, we will have a strong group. Nevertheless, now that we have had various experiences, there is something new that we have observed. This started with noticing the fact that when the Association alone delivers project results and emphasizes the significance of its existence, few worthwhile results are permeated in society. This means that our efforts focused on creating horizontal connections between subcommittees alone will not serve as a driving force for the vitalization of dentistry. It seems that the same applies to each of the subcommittees, the Japan Dental Association, the Japan Dental Trade Association, and administrative authorities.

We believe that the directionality of creating horizontal connections between subcommittees has been correct, but we have realized that if there is further cooperation---namely, mutual cooperation between "clinics, academia, industry, and government"---and the significance of the existence of each entity is increased, the efforts of each entity will have synergistic effects and it will be possible to deliver more significant results. We recognize that it will be important to first of all establish communication with each relevant organizations. Furthermore, we understand that in order to gain the understanding of the public, we will need to establish cooperation between "clinics, academia, industry, government, and the public," adding "the public" to the mix.

This is something that I continue to say, but what most concretely gives shape to this idea is the General Meeting of the Japanese Association for Dental Science. The 23rd General Meeting of the Japanese Association for Dental Science held last autumn ended in success. The 24th General Meeting will be held in Yokohama on September 23 through 25, 2021, and will thus be held one year later than usual because of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games. We intend to fully examine our approach to holding this general meeting going forward, and to make it a fruitful meeting that is attended by many participants. Let's make this a very meaningful event that all attendees can thoroughly enjoy. I hope that we can attract many participants from overseas.

We switched to an online journal publication format for the Association's English journal in 2013 and started publishing a total of four issues per year (publication months: February, May, August, and November) and releasing these online for users free of charge. In addition, we have been preparing a small number of copies of a printed version of the journal---combining the February and May issues, August and November issues---for relevant organizations, and going forward, we will work hard to make use of the special characteristics of online journal so that it is utilized by many people.

In this New Year, I sincerely hope that you will make full use of this journal.
